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hen we were asked o po o
Africn to interview Dudu and Saba Douglas-Hamiltan about their
new film, Heaet of ¢ Liwess [ was slightly apprehensive. The
Eenyumchorn and -bred sbilers ore modern-day explosers and
sdventuners = they've lived with chimpancess, travelled (o the
Antacetic and dhept on mountsinedes in fearsome Blizzands. Saech i
their charm thas when they sk you 10 do something, it is imposible
to say mo. The firg time | met 32-vearold Dodu a wildhife-
docamenizry prodacer, 20 a woedding in Kenya, she persuaded me
to jump fully clothed from 2 baloony into a swimosing pool and
then 1o swim acroas the Lamuy Channed (1 nm the world's Jossbe
swimmer, and hdd 1w be picked up by & paasdoge dhow), And 33-
vear-odd Saba, an clephant consenmtionist and BBC wikilife
presenter, is by wll seceants made of similar susf Now I'm to spenid
almost a whole week wil the duo at their parent’s o in
Naivasha, in Kenya, along with Barney, my 22-year-old son,
Barney: Saturday 31 January, Mairobi 1 meet up with Nick in
Mairobi right after [ have finshed shooting my first documentary,
in the Kakonm Refuges Camp in Morthern Kenye For my father,
the clunge of scene is deamatic. He has just Bnished making a filay
with my mother, Joon Churchill, about the e and death of
Ansericas . fime I"i'."l'l':li'lllc ey kﬂll:".". :"I.'itﬁ_‘!n oo H-n;}-g':.
emmenes tpicad of bied & o for ore from the Bsoleum-lined Soors of
Drcath Row. Lanading an night, Nick stones swake just long enough to
crand into his hotel bod. When he emenges oo dass later, he stancs
in dishelil 21 an unusually red, ndbous foot. The earde-meming
sin had actually managed 1o bum the wndesside of his uncovered
rigght extremnity. For vk anhabaiants of 2 cold, grey linde island, it is
our first cxposuse fo the dangers of Afite,
Mick: Monday 2 February, Nairohi 1t & not a steaiphtforansd
thing to meet wp witl the Douglas-Hamilion sisters, When [ firsi
contacted Dudy sbowt hooking up in Kenya, she was elimbing
Table Mountzin in Cape Town, Tm banging off a 2,000-foot oliff
it's such an adresalin masdy' she pasped down her mohile, The
seaters had just fnished editing their first Alm together, an incredible
story of 2 vounp Boness, mamed Kamuonyak’ Cblesed one” in Swahili),
that confounds the nuls of rature by adopting an oryx, an animal she
woutld have nosmally treated as prey. This extrmedinany happening
took place in the Sambure Notional Reserve, an aoea of knad 130
kilometres square on the wild northem fontier district of Kenya, an
hoaer's fligcht from the Rmidy Grm in Naivasha On their 16th day
tegether, a roguee male lion ambudied the young onvx and ste the
calfin fromt of its didimuple foster mother, Thie Boness disappearcd
- only o be sighted fve weeks lmter with a second Dl oms
Throughout that year, she would adop a teaal of six ons calves.
T story spread throwplun Kenva, and the lioness hecame
snmeshing ol a nationa] symbol; pieneres of the Ton and the o
festonn Mairobi Airport, For Kenyans who have Hved with the
disappointments of President Moty regrime and its legaey of
cormiptean, the story was immensely significant, with the poir
symbalising i new beginning: encmics linding o way to forgive wd
make a fatire fogether, Saba and Dudu capiured the whale stary
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on eamer, often filming withio i bevw oot of the Bones from lc.."ill.':'_'r'
dasen wntil dsk in the searing African heat,
Blick: Sunday, 3 Febmary, Nairobi We mees the sisters” parents,
Fain and Oriy Dowplas-Hamilon, at the Natrobi offeces of Save the
Elephant, a charity they founded 10 ywars ogn, which has done
mibch 1o protect elephants and carh the ivory trade. lin and Oria
have leen hatiling to conserve clephants sl their natural habam
fior 30 vears, They frst met in Tanzania. st the Lake Manyara
Mol Park, wherne Scottish-bom Lain had come in 1962 1w do 2
aoclopy PhD on elephant behaviour, He stayed on and, in the lae
1970s, bocame caught wpoin 2 one-man battle agming e mnpway
ilegal ivory trade, In the 19708, e woeld's eleplinng popalation
wis esnivated &1 L3 udlion: 1 s noow as losy g SO0000, [ain was
Lex become ane of the single voices wasminge e world of' the tyrear
east Africa's big game. Beease of increasing political dismrbances,
thie Tanzanion border wos cosed in 1978, and the Dooglas-
Humilons lef for Kenva, Soon afieewards, posching in Manvar
rade drastically, devastetiog the local elephant populstion, Jain then
ek on 2 new mission, w save the elephants of Uganda, aed wos
given the tok of restoring that countrv’s tues mational parks.
Umaber ki Amin’s lawless regime, poaching had bocome endems:
amd biz ame had been decmated.

bais's woork was danzenous, and poachens ofien shot a1 hin - it was
nn place for meo wenage gl who were packed off 19 an Englich
boarding schul, Dnda admits that she hated the experience. Tt was
terrible. We went 1o 2n madid s school. 2 buope redbrick
Elizabethan howse whene they would aever let us osside, so we
weould steal away and poand pee inthe daffodils 1o remind us of Tife
i the bush! Saba went onto study Afrcan soeial anthropolopgy at St
Andsews, hefire fallowing in her fathess Totsteps, fisst warking in
Marmibia for the Save the Bhine Trust, then muinning o conservition
programme for American undergraduates iy Taneanis, In 1997, she
juined her father's chasity 2= executive officer, Dudu, mennwhile,
stuclied econnmics and polides in Cape Town, Alter a spell i LA
she retwrned 1o Alricn, where she became o documentary producer.

Likin, sebve was recently awanded an OBE for his work, beims over
with posion o5 he describes a collar he Tas invented to help inck
elephunts by satellite. “This will help to protect them, ps well as
providing invehuhle information for conervationies. lain, pow 61,
bells s how he recently witnesaad 20 elephant dyving in dekdbiih; he
with mcwed 3t how the other passing clephants poused, smelt the
ground where she lay and paid their respocts before moving on

Bar lfe with the Doaplas-Hamilions, as noble and woetly as
they undoubtedly are 35 not quite as osdedly s vou might first
expect, Totravel in Kenya is fumously to take vour [z in year ovn
hands; o travel with this fumily is another thing altageiher, We are
alressdy Bate Tor the afrport, 10 take 2 pline 1o Lake Mavasha, where
we will et Saba and Dudn who are wadtivge oe ws gt the Gnily
firm. lain, dressed in a weathesed Harms tweed Jocket, wwnits
patiently e Okrin, who 5 busy giving swmenos Ipst-minute
insneetions in Swahili, Frencl and English, all apoken with the
s thick ltalizn acvent, to mssorted stalf whio custer around che car,
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