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hen we were asked o po o
Africn to interview Dudu and Saba Douglas-Hamiltan about their
new film, Heaet of ¢ Liwess [ was slightly apprehensive. The
Eenyumchorn and -bred sbilers ore modern-day explosers and
sdventuners = they've lived with chimpancess, travelled (o the
Antacetic and dhept on mountsinedes in fearsome Blizzands. Saech i
their charm thas when they sk you 10 do something, it is imposible
to say mo. The firg time | met 32-vearold Dodu a wildhife-
docamenizry prodacer, 20 a woedding in Kenya, she persuaded me
to jump fully clothed from 2 baloony into a swimosing pool and
then 1o swim acroas the Lamuy Channed (1 nm the world's Jossbe
swimmer, and hdd 1w be picked up by & paasdoge dhow), And 33-
vear-odd Saba, an clephant consenmtionist and BBC wikilife
presenter, is by wll seceants made of similar susf Now I'm to spenid
almost a whole week wil the duo at their parent’s o in
Naivasha, in Kenya, along with Barney, my 22-year-old son,
Barney: Saturday 31 January, Mairobi 1 meet up with Nick in
Mairobi right after [ have finshed shooting my first documentary,
in the Kakonm Refuges Camp in Morthern Kenye For my father,
the clunge of scene is deamatic. He has just Bnished making a filay
with my mother, Joon Churchill, about the e and death of
Ansericas . fime I"i'."l'l':li'lllc ey kﬂll:".". :"I.'itﬁ_‘!n oo H-n;}-g':.
emmenes tpicad of bied & o for ore from the Bsoleum-lined Soors of
Drcath Row. Lanading an night, Nick stones swake just long enough to
crand into his hotel bod. When he emenges oo dass later, he stancs
in dishelil 21 an unusually red, ndbous foot. The earde-meming
sin had actually managed 1o bum the wndesside of his uncovered
rigght extremnity. For vk anhabaiants of 2 cold, grey linde island, it is
our first cxposuse fo the dangers of Afite,
Mick: Monday 2 February, Nairohi 1t & not a steaiphtforansd
thing to meet wp witl the Douglas-Hamilion sisters, When [ firsi
contacted Dudy sbowt hooking up in Kenya, she was elimbing
Table Mountzin in Cape Town, Tm banging off a 2,000-foot oliff
it's such an adresalin masdy' she pasped down her mohile, The
seaters had just fnished editing their first Alm together, an incredible
story of 2 vounp Boness, mamed Kamuonyak’ Cblesed one” in Swahili),
that confounds the nuls of rature by adopting an oryx, an animal she
woutld have nosmally treated as prey. This extrmedinany happening
took place in the Sambure Notional Reserve, an aoea of knad 130
kilometres square on the wild northem fontier district of Kenya, an
hoaer's fligcht from the Rmidy Grm in Naivasha On their 16th day
tegether, a roguee male lion ambudied the young onvx and ste the
calfin fromt of its didimuple foster mother, Thie Boness disappearcd
- only o be sighted fve weeks lmter with a second Dl oms
Throughout that year, she would adop a teaal of six ons calves.
T story spread throwplun Kenva, and the lioness hecame
snmeshing ol a nationa] symbol; pieneres of the Ton and the o
festonn Mairobi Airport, For Kenyans who have Hved with the
disappointments of President Moty regrime and its legaey of
cormiptean, the story was immensely significant, with the poir
symbalising i new beginning: encmics linding o way to forgive wd
make a fatire fogether, Saba and Dudu capiured the whale stary
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on eamer, often filming withio i bevw oot of the Bones from lc.."ill.':'_'r'
dasen wntil dsk in the searing African heat,
Blick: Sunday, 3 Febmary, Nairobi We mees the sisters” parents,
Fain and Oriy Dowplas-Hamilon, at the Natrobi offeces of Save the
Elephant, a charity they founded 10 ywars ogn, which has done
mibch 1o protect elephants and carh the ivory trade. lin and Oria
have leen hatiling to conserve clephants sl their natural habam
fior 30 vears, They frst met in Tanzania. st the Lake Manyara
Mol Park, wherne Scottish-bom Lain had come in 1962 1w do 2
aoclopy PhD on elephant behaviour, He stayed on and, in the lae
1970s, bocame caught wpoin 2 one-man battle agming e mnpway
ilegal ivory trade, In the 19708, e woeld's eleplinng popalation
wis esnivated &1 L3 udlion: 1 s noow as losy g SO0000, [ain was
Lex become ane of the single voices wasminge e world of' the tyrear
east Africa's big game. Beease of increasing political dismrbances,
thie Tanzanion border wos cosed in 1978, and the Dooglas-
Humilons lef for Kenva, Soon afieewards, posching in Manvar
rade drastically, devastetiog the local elephant populstion, Jain then
ek on 2 new mission, w save the elephants of Uganda, aed wos
given the tok of restoring that countrv’s tues mational parks.
Umaber ki Amin’s lawless regime, poaching had bocome endems:
amd biz ame had been decmated.

bais's woork was danzenous, and poachens ofien shot a1 hin - it was
nn place for meo wenage gl who were packed off 19 an Englich
boarding schul, Dnda admits that she hated the experience. Tt was
terrible. We went 1o 2n madid s school. 2 buope redbrick
Elizabethan howse whene they would aever let us osside, so we
weould steal away and poand pee inthe daffodils 1o remind us of Tife
i the bush! Saba went onto study Afrcan soeial anthropolopgy at St
Andsews, hefire fallowing in her fathess Totsteps, fisst warking in
Marmibia for the Save the Bhine Trust, then muinning o conservition
programme for American undergraduates iy Taneanis, In 1997, she
juined her father's chasity 2= executive officer, Dudu, mennwhile,
stuclied econnmics and polides in Cape Town, Alter a spell i LA
she retwrned 1o Alricn, where she became o documentary producer.

Likin, sebve was recently awanded an OBE for his work, beims over
with posion o5 he describes a collar he Tas invented to help inck
elephunts by satellite. “This will help to protect them, ps well as
providing invehuhle information for conervationies. lain, pow 61,
bells s how he recently witnesaad 20 elephant dyving in dekdbiih; he
with mcwed 3t how the other passing clephants poused, smelt the
ground where she lay and paid their respocts before moving on

Bar lfe with the Doaplas-Hamilions, as noble and woetly as
they undoubtedly are 35 not quite as osdedly s vou might first
expect, Totravel in Kenya is fumously to take vour [z in year ovn
hands; o travel with this fumily is another thing altageiher, We are
alressdy Bate Tor the afrport, 10 take 2 pline 1o Lake Mavasha, where
we will et Saba and Dudn who are wadtivge oe ws gt the Gnily
firm. lain, dressed in a weathesed Harms tweed Jocket, wwnits
patiently e Okrin, who 5 busy giving swmenos Ipst-minute
insneetions in Swahili, Frencl and English, all apoken with the
s thick ltalizn acvent, to mssorted stalf whio custer around che car,
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Onece underway, it soems highly unlikely we will make the
plame, o5 o new governamemnt T, msved that doy, hes chmped down
on the s (the wonderfully painted tads crammend with people),
gl mow the reads are clumped with everyong in their own ears,
The only pesple able to move at all are those driving in 2 karnikoee
Fashion aleng the eilges of the road, Ora insists that lain, whe is
ar the wheel, jein then,

Barney For lain, however, the decision to join the exodus of rebellious
drivers weighs heavile, [t's not merely @ question of mining g few
extr minutes, For him it's o moral crosseoads az which he either
upholds the remnants of British onder, or simply sicoumbs to
moedng tradlic sage, His bushy cvebrows press agains the frames
of his cracked 1920wstyle bifocals, as Oria affectionaicly clbows
him in the nbs, “Tree!' he semarks, T eould certsinly gave 2 fiw
minutes if | jrin thesm, bat then § woald be in the wrongr and no
different fiom all these poople here! Bul. a8 i ofien the case, we
quickly leam, in the Douglas-Hamiton Gmily, Oria proves
persaasive and, with lets than five minoies to go il our planc takes
off, she gives the orddr amd the car explodes onto the ousale bine,

Dyriving through the strects of Nairobi, one i immediredy soneck
by the absurdity and chaos of Kenyan Life. One hardly notices, for
instance, that the decaying fence pasaliel to the road & the anly
masty separation between you and the animal kingdom beyond.
"Lions kil ut night on the other side of that fimce,’ says [ain,
shoating & quick loek in the rearoview mirrae, “But don’s worry,” he
aays, with 3 mischicvous smile, ‘Tn Lake Navasha, these are no
fences - the anirmils wre [fee o roams

The plane, a twoeprop ex-militiry eargo vessel, i visible throygrh
ae choeck-in window, slowly moving down the ramway. It was the
first and last Hight of the day to Lake Naivasha, so there is only one
thing 1o do = run, Laden with bags, we mannge 1o am our way
onto the plane; the pilot reluctantly gives up the seat next o hi,

It & hard 10 deeribe the toment of emotions ene feels when
flying low over the buch. Kenya possesses a vastness and beaury
tuar bayzgrde the mind, It invites, or rather fosees one, 1o wipe clean
the notions we all Bedd so dear i that strange wilidermiess we know
as the city. ldes of safely must be ovamped. an ontincly new
appreciaion of time and distance is bom; you become prfoandly
aware of how muinule vou 2o in the great span of tnings.

Nick: 5.30pm, Lake NMalvasha Having flosm over the area where
Lord and Lady Delansere, of B Meche Bume, are buried, and
past their crormous Moorsh-style cataie built on the banks of Lake
Maivasha, we start to descend. past aeres of preenhouses rowing
hydeesponie llowers lor British supermarkets, before Bnding ar the
Lakeside. Ie was Oria's Ialinn father, Mario Rocoo, whio built Sireceo
= the howse amd surrcunding farm - in the 19205, afier he T
cloped to Africa with Orin's French mother, an artist from Paris.,
Later, tlh‘}' weinitled alsn Brecd mcehorses, Ur[\'i:ng alcangr the gy
ree groved, past orchands of omnges and lemons, it fecls maore
like: Tu.m:ln:r' thin Adigen, Tin and Ora have now termed the firm
it 3 wildlife sanctuary: they took dewn the fenees and allow 1he
animals to ronm. At night, hippos, buffido and duiker can be seen
emerping from the bush: just 3 fow dayvs cardier, a hippo fell inno the
swimnming pood. The place has a very specit] magic, and is one of
the few spots on il kake that has a presenved nanral habitan, We
drive past the mangled wreck of what we are told is Lain's last plane,
‘He hit 2 nehra 2 be was landing - it ran oul onlo the mmvay just
 he was touching down - and the plane somersauled.” says Ovia
It's a miracle he's alive’

Barney From withan the whatcwrashed ant deco howse a1 the end
of the drive, [ cun it mmake out Saba and Duodo. Inoo E1m]." ol
perfunsed hasr, linen and foghter, they preet us and help enboad
the car. [ pet that very rare semmation that creeps up your spine

W7 e b

when you meet someore speciak Aftcan Ble has instilled in the
sisters an enchanbing and alnsosr magreal qualiey You can insgine
that the phruse Temme fatale” was invented to describe these twa,
For mot only aee they chingerously sedictive, but their mere presence
dlso pusrantees that vou will dice with death a dozen or 5o tmes,

I their attraction for extremes and dongrer was mot hard-wired
into s pencs, it was delinitely encouraged B their facher, nin,
who [ believe thought himself destined o preside over a family of
suns, rised Sala fwhich means seven’ i Swaliliz she wis bom at
T i the seventh month in 1970 and Dedu (srhich means insect)
naot e mtich as bovs, bt as people lly equipped o desd with
the often hassh realities of Affican lde. His batle againat the
ondaught of oesroren was apparent in every sspect of their
uplwinging. Instead of dolle there were genet cats; instead af
ponict or bisycles, the garls would spend laners watching alepliants,
In fact, “eles a5 Baba and Dadu call them, are reated as par of
the family. and the girls have mherited their fuher’s paisionase
curposty and respect for thees giant heasis

The ssiers oo eacycdopedic knowledpe of Africa and i
inhabitants. Not only can they read onimal prnts like the blind fecl
Braille, bt they s ilentify awd expound on anything that moves,
O d brief vour of their home, Dudu points out childhood stomping
prounds. “When we were tiny,” she savs, in 3 curimes low, lod-
back pocent that owes a linde to each of Traly, England and Kenya,
and pointing to the spine of the mof sonze 30 feet above, ‘our fieher
tnught us Bow o balanee up there!

We sit outside in the shade of @ vast zeaci tres wned s cold beess
sbrile Sabve wad Driela vell ais mere about Kamwnyak msd the voung
oy, It wss in January 2002 that Dudu frst heard abowt che Boness,
She and ber mother were up at Crrins edephant camp in Sombuar
when news fisst reached them of the extrordinary pair. A week
lter, some 1ournists showed them photoaraphs on a digital comern,
which confirmied the stoses. "We nearly fell off our chadrs, bl
Dadn. 'l ealled Saba, who was ot home m Naeashs, and aaid,
"You've got 1o get here straipht avway” She amived the next day with
her camera and we started fhmang: [ was seally the oo emasing
thing we had cver seen. | mean, no one could understand why
this had happeocd. They were acting s every wdinct they
both had = the lion (o cal the orvs 1o on

The sisters spent the next 10 davs Blming. “To begin with,’ sy
Mradi, ‘we weeen't sure whether 2he was jisit keeping the clf] beis
than o month old, as 3 plavthing - a spack she would bater dovour
- bt their bond soon becime more apparent It was clear she was
rot hunting, ton nerveus o leave the onvx unprotected, so they
were both starang. There ssemed no obvious resolution = we were
resilly wiiting to see which would starve 1o death firar

Mature wosild take i35 course. Ten days later, Kamunvak et the
el ot of ey sipht for the Grat dme and, within minotes, 2 bt
walked steaight into the mouth of & male Fon that had been waiting
fier its chunee in o nearly bush, The pitiful cries as the lon showly
devours the call are the most shocking mements in the docu-
mantary, The lioness too scared 1o inlervens, has 1o stand and wacly,
W never expected it 10 end that quickly orin chat way,’ says Dadi,
Bt at the ssme tme it wis amesing, becanse we saw Kanunyak
reset W the calls death as i were one of hor own culs - it ik ot
rare for lion cubs to get eaten by lions from other prides. 18 proved
ihiat she really did think of e orvx a5 her own”

A month later. the sisiers ==t out 1o discover what could have
driven a oness 1o 2t 20 stranpedy, imveutigating other nearby lion
prides and questioning locals and lion experts. She was 100 young
tn have had any children yet of her own,” saps Saba 'So the neost
likely scenano is that she had become sepamted rom her own
prie at u very voung age. and that the o and subsequent
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boaweliness eaused her o adopt the orvx 85 her own cub. The
Sambury people think that she was baren and thae this was
Cronel's weay af giving her a child of her owa!

Nick Having worked with Barney on my eecent flm B &
Vaper, L wonder Jow the aiblings survived working together on the
chool. "There's 1 seene inthe film where twe lienesses find thae they
have latcived onto the same semiconscious impal,” says Dudie “The
twe linas pall its manghed and bloody body te shreds in a greciome
haz-ofwar, Ever sinoe then, the flm’s editor referred o us smply o
the *honewes”. At times, it nelly challengod our elasonshap,” Dradu
puves oy, aemiibinge, “Making a film brings the monster out in vouw, bt
the expericnee las also made us closer than over!

Nick: Tuesday, 3 February, 4:30pm O sugpests we mighe like
to po boating on Lake Naivasha 1o look at the happos. The idea
oiende duliphutfil, and we take a bottle of wine and punt throweh
the reeds ento the ke, A Gimily of Gve hippos is splashing: arcund
oearby. [0 oll scems placid and wanquil; howewer, the boaiman
unbdenly hecomes very agitated & a banch of lilies assunmes 2 Ble ol
ks owni ansd heads towands us Fle stans violenaly stabbing the water
with the oar, showering us with med pollets. | notioe Bamey, a1 the
fromt of the boat, tem o nesty shade of groen, 1 glance badowasds
amd navtice rare (lickers of fear cross the fices of Dudu and Saba
lzim, who i sl clmly pouring out wine, Qishes them a
disapproving loek, and Odba fstructs us o whack the gdes of e
bl Later that evening, lain says il is the closest he's ever been to g
hippe in g bous (Hippos, 1 wmns oue, gecount Be oore luaman
deaths than uny other animal in the bush), We are very prowd,
Mick: Thursday, 5 February Dudu nnd Saba vy on ahead to the
Sumbwey, where S of @ Lisees waz dbot, in onder to arrange a
seveenang for the local Sambunes. The Santburs National Beserre s
in the noath of the cnmiry, in the hoy lowdasds bevesth Moun
Kenya It's an ared of unbeliceable bemty tha is larpele untamed,
We're 1o fly ap with Oz on the aext plane, bt we somehow
pranigne to omis i - the Douglas-Hamiltons' habit of leaving
evervthing o the last minute has obvicasly started 10 mab ol on us,
[ looks ss theugh Bamey and 1 will be lelt bebind, antil we come
up with iden of borowing Saba’s beaten-up Land-Rover.

Our rouste fkes us through the northern terstory, an area the
Birisish never mansged to comtrol, and which remades kacless pothas
day. There are froquent police roadblocks, and our puidebook
which cheerfully dewcrthes the region o bandi coumiry, warns
gt opping. of cven drivimg an anght. | am otally Ereened by
the thought of Somali bandits armed with ABATs, it Bamey is
ust the opposite. He wanis 10 wlk 1o cveryone we pass on the way.

Matsrally, we beoome totally ot For twe limars, we drive arounsd
the game purk, st one podnt seeing the slhouete ofa large eephant,
We stop For o pee, and 1 swear [ hear a lion roar. We are onby saved
by a couple of Beitish army squaddies on night exercise, who show
us the waw, We are closer than we thosght. Finally, they podnt 1o a
Ealewdy with s low wall: 2 painted a mural of the i veith the orvy
Eghts up in oar headliphes, s st o shoet diive up 1o the cingp.
Barney: 10pm, middie of nowhers Afier 10 hoars in a stripped-
dwn oonvenied malitary tradk, our ﬁ:dimg:. ol helplessnes: have
affected our lamour. The siteation & oot helped when Broomiield
Enr manages 19 get lost agun T blame this on the tttered 1975
Gealogdenl Survey map given to us by Tain, Niek, however, blames
me. Dudu and Sala must have heand s screaming at each other
fore, jarst s wee strt frothing at the mmouth, they wm up inanather
vehicle and geide 24 to the camp.

Mick To call Elephant Watch a g is not to do it justice. Ratfer,
it B an eco-touriat bodpe worthy of five stam. it rests on the bank of
the BEwato Ngino River, and was detipned by Ohvia, who wsed only
locally soutroed matural materials, Fifteen Sansbumn warsiors, in their

tradithonal red robes and ommate jewellery, greet vs Saba and Dudu
greaw up with many of these voung men, and relied on ens for help
uned support during the making of the lm. The Sambung, relatives
of the Masit tribe, essentially own the swrroundingy land. Without
them, it would be near-impoasible for Sive fle Elephants oo me as
efficiently as it dors. In fact, many of e loeals ran the dav-to-@ay
operations of lain's fundation. The suceess of saving animale i
the wild is in many wavs intendependent an the extent to which
bocal commaumates can 2l hemefit. "Wie are all so passiemate sheun
the Sambon poople and the wildemeo,” savs Saba, “This place is our
baskvazd; there & a connection between us, Chr pareats have imbucd
& tremendous sense of responglsililty in as, and we fee] we must give
bk 1o thiis |:|||.uu s 1% pcnpl{:. eantribute 1o their survval!

LSoon afics, wrder 2 canopy of trees Bkl of screeching baboas,
s all sit doswn goowntch what we all suddenly realiss is the world
premices of et ¢l Lissess, Many of the warriors had appeared in
the filan, snd they sie in their bright robes, the ight fom the sereen
relfectnd by their jewellery, and Lugh oed Jat throoghoot the
il It was the wibdest s sl evew Fd over scen AL one poinl
wleen 3 baboon on the film treck blos cut 3 panicked socam, the
hatsnns above vs po complaely craee and, soon sfter, the wlale
lash erups into boud screams and eries like demented applavse.
Barngy The Gloy - whach revenls a world usually conjured age Ty
long-lebed elders telling symbslic bedime sories = shows how
termilyinggly close Saba and Dudi manage to geo oo the creatares, ol
captures ol the strange ouanees e undoubtedly st between
tw aeemasls that wonld n-arm.nﬂ:.r e swoin cnemies, Yol ine
constantly sware that, lurking underneth the mothedy instinets of
the loneas, i o somewhat sadistic side - ¢ side one notices inoa cat
with 3 defencdos mmee. Indeed, 30 Br-forchod was the story that,
22 the lm docunents, people came from far and wide o wilnes
it for tlsemeelves. Crammed into dust-caked matare hundreds of
Kenvans made the joumey into the bush, often competing with
highe-paving safariqroers, to catch o glimpse of what soon beoane
relerred to a5 a ‘miracle. Bamunvak's lejend spread shronghouot the
vear, a5 &l sdopred another five asphing, She was cven senlinned
in parliament in the lead-up to the Devanber elections, when
President Mot was finally voted out, As Saba sava: "For Renyans, it
wis ruther like the biblical interpeetation of the Eon and the Fanb
lvimgz b pogether — people said that it showed thot twm enemses
could be fiends And, of coarse, the Hon s 2 the cenire of axany
Kenyan myths and legends, because it's seen 25 such a fcansome
beast, sl Bere 3t was showing them the way o pesce’ A the end
of the year, Kanmunyvak disappeared and hae not been seen since,

Aa the woreen fades to ocredits and cur Bees &It degp
shadow, 1 potice an wnmistakable saling streak on lain's Bee He
i obwiously very moved by his daughters’ meredible achievemaent,
Barney and Niek Afier the screening, we sit berween Leram il
Surmara, twno Sambuans, who chat i theiz mother tongee with the
sisters, Because it is our Jast day, they suggest we go for a walk to
say our poodbyes 1o Afiica. Drenched in the light of 2 fll moeon -
by the time nipht comes, one i joyousy relicved that the big
e ball of bolling magma has decided 1o scorch some other
wisugpecizyg part af the plobe = we make our way o the top ol a
sl platesw overdooking e vast Sambum reserve. Facing the
lioly mounsein, Ololokwe, we menick Lemm, Sumars and
the siers as they pray to the Rl moeon Bowing seven tme,
eireling three times, and then bowing seven times ngnin, we moke
a mnoadic wish - a wish for returm. o
Hears of @ Limsend” premieres on the Doy el e Mowdiey 10
iy, ot Jpwe. For detads of omservation fand iz Kemye, varf aaem
nrsetherdapbanticons. To avrnpe & safiars with the DosglorFlaweiion,
o :ﬁmﬁjﬁmﬁ'ﬁm
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